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tropical features, and the machinery of diffusion in their
case must have consisted in bringing a mixed culture many
thousands of miles, and losing most of it on the way.
The ancestors of the Tasmanians must have travelled at
least 3,500 miles, including several sea-voyages, and
almost certainly had a higher culture than that of their last
descendants.
The machinery of diffusion consists, then, in the first
place, of groups of people gradually pushing out in all
directions from the original homeland of mankind into
lands where human beings had never appeared before. The
larger the cultural equipment with which such a movement
started, the farther it would be able to get, and the more
chance there would be that it contained features which would
enable their possessors to come to terms with different local
conditions and survive.
Let us consider this point in relation to the Eskimo. The
usual view is that the Eskimo are people whose instinctive
inventiveness has enabled them to survive the rigours of the
arctic winter. But how could this have come about? It
cannot be believed that savages accustomed to a temperate
climate could survive in an arctic climate long enough to
adapt themselves to it; nor is it easy to believe that the
ancestors of the Eskimo were polar explorers who devised a
suitable culture in advance.
The fact is that the culture of the Eskimo contains much
that is found among the Lapps and the tribes of Northern
Siberia, and also farther south among the Mongols and
Tatars. It is generally agreed that they must have reached
the northern shores of America from Asia, and whatever
caused them to migrate, the probability is that they started
with a more complex culture than that which they now
possess. Their adaptation to their environment probably
consisted in dropping whatever elements were unsuited to it.
The second type of machinery by means of which diffusion

